H TO CITY COUNCIL April 1, 1981 


If I wore a moubor of this Council, I would be interested to hear, now und then, 
what citizens think about their government. I speak only for myself, and perhaps, one 
other, 


Seven yours ago, a message was sent by first class mail, to more than half of the 
registered voters in the North dard. Part of the message was that the City of Newark 
is fighting for survival; that its governmental operations hud become a jokes that 
Pederal and State governments had lost confidence in the ability of the City to govern 
itself offootively and 

Now, after seven years, the operation of the City has advanced from a joke to a 
full-fledged conic opera. I give you some portions of the libretto. 

According to tho loowl press sovaral weeks ago, the City fails to collect some 
millions of dollars in rent from tenants in City-owned properties, and the City does not 
even know exactly what properties it does down, any coments on this situation from a 
departuont head, from tho Bueinons Administrator, fron the Chief Executivo, fron any 
responsible source? Hone. 

According to the local prozs, the Newark Housing authority owes the City sone 
millions of dollars for water consumption. Any coauwent from the Uxecutive Director of 
the Authority, from the Chairperson of the Authority, from tho Business Administrator 
of the City or ite Chief Bxeoutive? None, After all, whut ia a fow million dollars 
among fronds? 

Newark bus had a succession of Business udainiestratore during these soven yeurs, 
two lawyers and aoarpenter, all three honorable men, proficient. in their respective 
Profession and vooution, However, none shows in education, training or experience, 
those qualifications necovsury to perform the duties and discharge the responsibilities 
of Businoos Administrator. Disregarding this lack, this Council, the chorus line of the 
opera, approved these throe appointments on the grouhds that they were in the best 
interest. of the City. i 

According to the local press, a proposed low and middle income housing project will 
Contain apartments with throe, four, and five bedrooms, The Chairwonan of the Board of 
Commissioners of the Housing Authority states, quote, "Five bedroom apartments are 
desperately needed in Newari," unguote, I do not know the source of her information or 
how accurate it is, but I do know that I will not willingly consent to subsidize the 
living quarters of anyone who wants a four or five bedroom apartment, Providing such 
apartuonts is tantamount to encouraging the practice of two or even three families 
occupying quarters intended forone family, or of tenante using them as rooming houses. 

The clown, the fall guy, in this entire production is, of course, the citizen 
taxpayers” Time does not pernit recital of many other equally ontertaining 
portions of this libretto. But the curtain will not come down on this conic opera until 
the stage collapses. The stage is the onos great City of Newark. N 
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kə efficient use of Federal and State grants. 


